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Sustainable Shaftesbury – working Group meeting 
Informal meeting 9th May 2023 at 6pm 

 
Attendees invited: 
 

Lucy – Coconut and Cotton  Nicola Hall – Open Fridge 
Lucy Young Richard Thomas 
John Nelson  Angela King 
Christina Strickland Sue Clifford 
Jen Hirsch Bernard Ede 
Chris Harwood – Planet Shaftesbury  Helen English - SHG 
Jenny Morrisetti  Alex Chase (Lead Councillor) 
Mike Cummings (management plans)  
Opportunity to attend in the spring when 
draft management plans are under review 

Chris Berwick (landscape contractor)  
Opportunity to attend in the spring when 
draft management plans are under review 

 
Agenda 

 

1. Dorset Council Climate Change Consultation 

Dorset Council has prepared three draft guidance documents to assist in addressing climate change through 
planning.  The documents provide guidance on considering climate change when planning applications are 
being prepared and decided. The documents are: 

a) Planning for climate change: Interim Guidance and Position Statement - provides commentary on the 
weight that can be given to climate change in decision making and sets out considerations for new 
buildings and stand-alone renewable energy schemes in relation to climate change, given current 
planning policy.  

b) Sustainability Checklist - to be completed by applicants in support of planning applications. The checklist 
covers sustainable design and construction measures for new development, and provides best practice 
guidance on what can be done to achieve net zero carbon development. Please see the associated 
questions in relation to changes to paragraph 39 of the Council's Local List of planning application 
requirement: Sustainability checklist and statement. 

c) Listed buildings: what you can do for climate change – a guidance note outlining measures to consider 
when looking at energy efficiency in Listed Buildings.  

Link to the Dorset Council planning for climate change consultation 
 

See appendix (pages 3 and 4) for more information. The SSWG will work through the questions in italics 
within the appendix at the meeting and the responses will be compiled at that point. Therefore, please 
read through the documents beforehand and have some comments prepared ready for discussion at the 
meeting.  
 
Once the responses have been coordinated this information will be presented to STC on June 2nd. The 
final date for the consultation submission is 8th June 2023.  
 

2. The Biodiversity Checklist has been updated to include comments from the SSWG. The Environmental Policy 
has also been updated and comments have been incorporated.  The SSWG need to agree the final content as 
a recommendation to STC in June 2023.  

 
3. Progress report with the Allotment Working Group – the summary of meeting explains the actions and 

includes potential amendments for STC to consider. This policy will feature in the SS Action Plan.  
 

4. Recap on the Floating the vision idea  and summary has been produced by RB (for info only) 
 

https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/spatial-planning/dorset-council-planning-for-climate-change/consultation/subpage.2023-02-22.8480437558/
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Biodiversity-Checklist-April-2023-incl-group-comments.pdf
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Environmental-Policy-April-2023-incl-group-comment.pdf
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023-04-25-Allotment-WG-summary-of-meeting.pdf
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Floating-the-vision-idea.docx
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5. Low Carbon Dorset Low Carbon Dorset - Helping reduce Dorset's footprint (for info only) 
 

6. Climate Policy as produced by CH – includes wider issues than what is in Shaftesbury’s control – next steps 
need consideration.  

https://www.lowcarbondorset.org.uk/
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Climate-Change-Policy.doc
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Appendix – Dorset Council Consultation  

 
Dorset Council Planning for Climate Change - Interim Guidance and Position Statement 
 
Section 1: Introduction and Overarching Policy Context 
 
The draft Climate Change - Interim Guidance and Position Statement is available as a PDF file or can be read via this 
link to the Dorset Council webpage. The document contains the following sections: 

• Section 1: Introduction and overarching policy context 
• Section 2: Sustainable design and construction (including position statement 1) 
• Section 3: Renewable energy (including position statement 2) 
• Appendices 

Do you have any comments regarding the introduction and overarching policy context? 
 
Section 2: Sustainable design and construction 
 
Position Statement 1 - Sustainable design and construction 
 
Do you agree with Position Statement 1 - Sustainable Design and Construction? 
 
Do you have any comments regarding Position Statement 1? 
 
Section 3: Renewable energy 
 
Do you agree with Position Statement 2 - Renewable Energy Development? 
 
Do you have any comments regarding Position Statement 2? 
 
The draft Sustainability Checklist focuses on the following key areas where new development has an impact on the 

climate emergency, as set out in the Local List and reflecting adopted local policies: 

• reducing energy consumption and carbon emissions, 

• maximising the use of sustainable materials, 

• minimising waste and increasing recycling, 

• conserving water resources, 

• incorporating green infrastructure, 

• sustainable drainage and pollution, and 

• adaptation to climate change. 

Dorset Council Interim Guidance Note -Sustainability statement and checklist for planning applications 

Do you agree with the introduction of a sustainability checklist to support the requirement for applicants to provide a 

sustainability statement? 

What do you think about the content of the checklist? 

a) The checklist covers all relevant issues 

b) The checklist should cover something else 

https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Dorset-Council-Planning-for-climate-change_Interim-Guidance-and-Position-Statement_Consultation.pdf
https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/spatial-planning/dorset-council-planning-for-climate-change/consultation/subpage.2023-02-22.8480437558/
https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/spatial-planning/dorset-council-planning-for-climate-change/consultation/subpage.2023-02-22.8480437558/
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Dorset-Council-Sustainability-Checklist_Consultation.pdf
https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/spatial-planning/dorset-council-planning-for-climate-change/consultation/subpage.2023-03-24.2335541694/
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c) There's something the checklist shouldn't cover 

Do you have any comments regarding the Sustainability Checklist and guidance? 

Changes to Paragraph 39 of the Dorset National and Local List of Requirements: Sustainability checklist and 

statement 

Do you agree with including the sustainability checklist alongside the sustainability statement in the Local List? 

Do you have any comments on the types of development a sustainability checklist would be required for? 

The existing requirement can be viewed in Dorset Council's currently adopted National and Local List requirements 

for planning applications. 

Listed buildings what you can for climate change Consultation 

Is the quick reference table at section 3.3 clear and easy to use? 

Are you aware of any other examples that could be added as case studies? 

Do you find the case studies helpful in demonstrating examples of what measures can be used? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/286094/New+Validation+Checklist-+V5+-+Final+-updated-08-02-2023.pdf/eaa078a2-a51e-7d10-013f-31541f9a99aa
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/286094/New+Validation+Checklist-+V5+-+Final+-updated-08-02-2023.pdf/eaa078a2-a51e-7d10-013f-31541f9a99aa
https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Dorset-Council-Listed-buildings-what-you-can-for-climate-change_Consultation-1.pdf

