L
Sustainable Shaftesbury - informal meeting summary
Tuesday 9" May 2023, 6pm

Meeting room, Council Chamber

In Attendance

Richard Thomas John Nelson
Chris Hardwood Jenny Morisetti
Sue Clifford Angela King
Bernard Ede Brie Logan (STC)

Billy Maddock (STC)

Apologies
Clir A Chase Lucy Young
Jen Hirsch

1. Dorset Council Climate Change Consultation

A discussion was held about the consultation before discussing the items below.
Group consensus view on pre-amble can be sent to Dorset Council directly.

Section 1: Do you have any comments regarding the introduction and overarching policy context?

1.1.3 We do not consider that a further piece of work is appropriate. We would like to see the
existing information referenced in the document. The document should also be referencing the
Environment Act 2021 which requires all planning application to deliver at least 10% biodiversity net
gain from November 2023.

1.1.5 Not accurate, research in March 2023 - 1.5 target would be missed by possibly as early as 2030.
Suggest insertion into 1% sentence ‘and latest research supports the likelihood for this to be before,
likely 2030’.

1.1.7 This makes it clear that DC are aware that it is a task to get where they want to be.

JM - Government has changed target twice before, target has been pushed back and should not be
changed again.

It was agreed that the 3 pillars in the document should be mirrored within the Sustainable
Shaftesbury Plan.

Action: BL to pull the existing Draft SS Plan into the three pillars to mirror DC — Climate
Change, Biodiversity Loss, Environmental Resilience.

1.2.22 Design Guide — Positive wording re good developments responding to climate change

1.2.26 Planning Practice Guidance — this could be lifted into the Sustainable Shaftesbury Plan
Section 2: Sustainable design and construction
Position Statement 1 - Sustainable design and construction

Do you agree with Position Statement 1 - Sustainable Design and Construction? YES



Do you have any comments regarding Position Statement 1?

It is a step forward to the existing, however we would welcome more detail on the wording. How
does DC quantify significant weight? How is it being measured and monitored?

The National Design Guide should be reflected in development proposals.

We feel some parts should be more specific and are too vague currently.

Section 3: Renewable energy
Do you agree with Position Statement 2 - Renewable Energy Development? YES
Do you have any comments regarding Position Statement 2?

Should make it obligatory to site PV panels on buildings before siting it on land (industrial,
agricultural, car parks)

Draft Sustainable Checklist

Do you agree with the introduction of a sustainability checklist to support the requirement for
applicants to provide a sustainability statement? YES

What do you think about the content of the checklist?
Headings are pretty good in terms what planning can influence.

The checklist should include reference to pollinators, bugs, sustaining natural systems. Include
reference to Sites V2 Rating System document.

University of Sheffield Residential Landscape Sustainability feedback — a checklist tool. (book)
Bridport case studies could provide further insight.
Include opportunities/information for self-builders.

Landscape Institute for statements and documents (2020 Climate and Biodiversity Action Plan)

a) The checklist covers all relevant issues

b) The checklist should cover something else — Nature is missing
Adaptation to climate change should be changed to managed retreat

c) There's something the checklist shouldn't cover

Do you have any comments regarding the Sustainability Checklist and guidance? No

Changes to Paragraph 39 of the Dorset National and Local List of Requirements: Sustainability
checklist and statement

Do you agree with including the sustainability checklist alongside the sustainability statement in the
Local List? Yes


https://www.sustainablesites.org/get-started-sites-v2-rating-system
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/policy/climate-change/

Do you have any comments on the types of development a sustainability checklist would be required
for? Newbuilds — specific types of developments, self-build

Listed Buildings

Is the quick reference table at section 3.3 clear and easy to use?

Are you aware of any other examples that could be added as case studies?

Do you find the case studies helpful in demonstrating examples of what measures can be used?

JM - very little there, doesn’t say much and nothing new. Listed Buildings can still not have PV
panels, extensions or outbuildings should be allowed. This is possible in other counties.

Action: JM to send feedback to BL to incorporate in the response.

Action: Group to meet Tuesday 30" May at 3pm to review the feedback before presenting it
to Planning & Highways committee 6" June.

2. To agree the final content of the Biodiversity checklist and Environmental policy

Separate the documents into three pillars — working with the pillars from DC document
Biodiversity policy

Biodiversity checklist

Change the wording of this sentence from “The conservation of biological diversity is central to the
principle of sustainable development which strikes a balance between the environment, economy
and society.” To “The conservation of biological diversity is central to the principle of sustainable
development which aims to ensure we meet human development needs whilst protecting and
restoring nature, locally and globally”.

Environmental policy

Suggested wording to reflect the broader reach of the policy (beyond STC own business)

From: “The Council will work to integrate and influence environmental considerations into our
business decisions and adopt greener alternatives wherever possible, throughout our operations”
To: “ As a priority, the Council will work to integrate environmental considerations into our business
and use our powers to influence stakeholders locally, regionally and nationally” (or something like
that).

To follow this through in the list of policies some editing will be needed to reflect this isn’t just about
own operations.

“Improved efficiency” should be “improved environmental efficiency”

Action: BL to amend documents and bring under the new pillars

3. Allotment Working Group Progress Report

BL provided a brief overview of the allotment holder meeting and showed the actions arising from
that meeting.



4. Excerpt from emerging Strategic Plan and emerging Work Programme
BL spoke about the two documents and what STC is working on currently, relating to Environment
and Resilience. The documents are linked.

5. Let’s Go Wild leaflet
Still WIP, leaflet will be full colour. Hopefully releasing leaflet soon.

6. Community Engagement
BL spoke about options to promote the plan (Social media, website, events, PR strategy)

Clirwate [ Hature - Biad [ Fieaith + Wellbeing

Visual

Creation of visual language incorporating colours and iconography to create universal navigational signposts for sector of sustainable activity

Communication |across STC’s activities . Second set of symbols communicates status of projects and potential projects.

Community Considering use of CommonPlace software application to help establish a benchmark for where the community (in segments and as a whole) is
Engagement on sustainability. Continued use of software to help maintain efficacy and performance of policies through feedback and further measuring.
STC Website Benchmark best in class TC websites for aspects of performance: SEQ, ease of navigation, breadth of communication, content and context.
Build out resources on website to include: resources and engagement opportunities for each segment/topic of sustainability that the policy/plan
covers; volunteer database (or link to); sustainability groups across the county database (links to); teaching materials.
Benchmark best in class TC and organisation communicators (web and social) around sustainability.
Creation of a presentation of findings with recommendations and options.
STC Social Build social presence of sustainability as part of STC profile across social media channels through an integrated social strategy that incorporates
Media engagement opportunities like ‘Sustainable Saturday’ where businesses and organisations with sustainability at their heart take over 5TC's social

media feeds. Build social presence as a means of communicating 1)what STC is doing that is sustainable 2)what other organisations in the
community are doing 3)what individuals in the community can do to engage.

Creation of posts based on Commeon Ground poster, Lets Go Wild leaflet, Energy Saving leaflet and DC materials to enable 18 months of weekly
posts across STC’s social platforms.

Creation of image library to support social

STC Sustainable |Sustainable Shaftesbury Roadshows — upon completion of the SS plan, take it out on the road into the community meeting people where they

Events

gather (churches, schools, retirement homes, pubs, organisation meetings) to share the plan and how organisations and individuals can link what
they are doing into the plan and how they can do more.

Volunteer Expo — STC host a volunteer expo, enabling organisations across the town who are dependant on volunteers to talk about what they do,
the kinds of roles, time commitments and benefits available to volunteers.

STC to promote, support and require sustainability as an aspect of events taking place in the town (Big Green Week, Fringe, Snowdrop Festival,
weekly market, carnival).

STC to explore the creation of Sustainable Shaftesbury Awards that highlight and celebrate individual and organisations who demonstrate
exceptional sustainability, who contribute significantly to making Shaftesbury more sustainable etc.

STC PR Strategy |Creation of a PR strategy and campaigns to raise awareness of the adoption of sustainability as a key driver of STC council, awareness of plan, and

7. Climate Policy

Change the wording - Policy to Statement.
Include Support the aspirations of the IPCC and include explanation of what the IPCC is.

Opening statement of SS Plan starts premise of where we are going to.

Action: CH to provide further information.

RT — wanted to remind people of the Zero Carbon Dorset doing very good work.
Meeting closed 7.55pm.

Next meeting Tuesday 13" June 2023 at 6pm at the Town Hall




